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Session Overview

·This session provides an overview of the 
Wyoming 8th Grade Spanish Curriculum 
bridging from the WYFLES K-6 Spanish pilot 
program. It highlights the collaborative 
development of this curriculum by K-16 
Wyoming educators.  Access to the curriculum 
materials will be provided. 

·2:30 ɀ3:30 Friday, Nov. 10, 2009                       
San Diego Convention Center Rm. 21



Wyoming K-6 Pilot Program

In 1999, the 
Wyoming 
Legislature 

mandated that 
every 

elementary 
school in the 
state offer the 

study of a 
second 

language to all 
children in 
grades K-2.

In 2004, the 
Wyoming 
Legislature 
allocated $5 
million to 
establish a pilot 
program for 
grades K-6 in fifty 
elementary 
schools in the 
state. 

ÅCurrently 30 
schools in ten 
districts 
throughout 
Wyoming are 
participating in 
this pilot 
program.

In the fall of 2007, 
students from 
this program 
entered sixth 

grade, numbering  
approximately 

9,000. 

These students 
are unique 

language learners, 
regardless of the 

language they 
choose to pursue 
in middle school 
or junior high 

school.

In the fall of 2008, 
the Wyoming 
Middle School 

Taskforce began 
collaboration to 
create 7th grade 

Spanish 
curriculum 

bridging from the 
WYFLS program. 

In the fall of 
2009,the Wyoming 

Middle School 
Taskforce began 
collaboration to 
create 8th grade 

Spanish curriculum 
bridging from the 
WYFLS program. 



Middle School Articulation

Middle and high school foreign language programs will need 
to adopt greater communicative language, proficiency-based 

practices to meet the learning needs of these students. 

They will be accustomed to a very different type of 
instruction, where they have not been taught a language; 
rather, they have learned interesting subject matter in the 

target language. (Content-based/related instruction)

Student participants will have studied a language for five to 
six years, from kindergarten on.



FLES and Academic Achievement: 
Brief Highlights
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